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to control the digging. The counsel of perfection would be
for people to fetch clay either from their fields or from a
common quarry far away from the village, but human
nature being what it is and most of the work of fetching
clay devolving on the overworked women, we must look
for something easier. The following experiment is worth
trying. Divide every pond site into two halves, separated
by a bank with a masonry waterway in the middle. Let
one half be used as a pond, while all digging is done in the
other half. When enough digging has been done, open
the waterway, transfer the water, and use the dug-up half
as a water tank, and the other for digging, repeating the
process whenever necessary.1 This may or may not solve
the problem but it is worth trying and is being tried on
the Ingram-Skinner Estate near Palwal. In any case
digging should never be promiscuous. The village com-
mittee must allot and mark off the area within which
digging is to be done and allow it nowhere else.
Ponds must get their water from the jungle or from fields
and not from the village site, as, however clean the village
is, its water will always be dirty. Ponds must therefore
be embanked against the village, and their inlets must be
on the sides away from the village. Let the run-off of the
village go into the fields or into a special drain, but not
into the cattle ponds nor along the roads.
5. Miscellaneous, (i) the village. Before we return
to the home, we will finish off the necessities and amenities
of the village in general.
(a) All such things as kilns, tanning-yards, bone depots,
graveyards, and burning ghats should be moved well away
from the village, and hemp should be steeped as far away
as possible.
1 See p. 288 (16).

